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"I couldn't get my son to turn out the light!"Elisabeth Easther, playwright, actor, critic"Action-
packed, and truly charming."Radio New ZealandA best-selling, rip-roaring, page-turning tale of
dragons and their brave child guardians, with mind-blowing, interactive augmented reality
content accessible via free app AR Reads.The Dragon Defenders novel series follow the
adventures of Flynn, Paddy, Briar and Beth as they strive to protect their paradise island home -
and the dragons that live there - from the clutches of an evil boss.Book One:Flynn and Paddy's
family live on a paradise island in the middle of the ocean with their dog, Coco, their horse,
Clappers, and Lightning, their pet falcon.But their island also holds an incredible secret: dragons
live there!When evil boss The Pitbull finds out, he decides that he wants one for himself. Flynn
and Paddy’s world is about to be turned upside down. Will their bravery and skill be enough to
stop The Pitbull’s evil plan?So begins The Dragon Defenders series. In the following four books,
the brothers are joined by the brave, fierce and wonderful Briar, who helps the boys thwart The
Pitbull's evil plans. Read them all!The Dragon Defenders is a phenomenon in author James
Russell's native New Zealand (with sales of over 60,000 books in that country alone), with
themes of family, resourcefulness, teamwork, conservation and standing up for what you
believe.NOTE FROM THE AUTHOR: In a couple of the reviews of this book, mention has been
made about some of the language being unsuitable for children. This has now been rectified,
and the book edited accordingly, and I'd like to thank those parents who took the time to point
this out.In terms of how scary the books are, in order to create strong 'bad guy' characters, I tried
to make them threatening enough to provide genuine tension. The characters threaten to 'break
the bones' of the children, or 'squash them like cockroaches', or 'pulverise them'. I grew up with
Slugworth from Charlie and the Chocolate Factory, Bill Sykes from Oliver and even Voldemort
from Harry Potter, so I love a scary bad guy!THESE BOOKS ARE ALSO LIKE NOTHING ELSE
YOU'VE SEEN BEFORE!Simply download the free 'AR Reads' app onto a phone or tablet, point
that device at certain pages of the book and watch them turn into reality (this will work on an e-
reader such as a Kindle). Features include eye-popping 3D animations which rise up out of the
pages, 2D animations, code crackers, and video and audio messages. Note: the app is not
necessary to enjoy the books; they're designed to be read either with or without the use of the
app - it's your choice. It will also work perfectly on a Kindle or any other reading tablet.One more
thing to note: This book has a dyslexic friendly font, developed with advice from the Dyslexia
Association of New Zealand."An utterly charming story about two young boys who live off the
grid, in a way most kids couldn't imagine. They are, of course, independent, brave and
resourceful, and completely admirable. The interactive app helps build a spellbinding
world."Joan Mackenzie, head book buyer, Whitcoulls"A rollercoaster, laugh-out-loud adventure!"
Rachel Eadie, book critic"The best books imaginable to encourage kids to read."Melissa
Haslam, parent."Catnip for reluctant readers."Sheila Shelford, parent"Incredibly
exhilarating!"Doris Mousdale, Arcadia Books“So gripping...”Finn Buckley, age 11“The



bomb!”Seamus O’Sullivan, age 11“Awesome!”Ari O’Malley, age 10“Exciting from the very
start!”Theo Head, aged 11“As good as Harry Potter...”Pippa Montgomerie, aged 9

"An utterly charming story about two young boys who live off the grid, in a way most kids couldn't
imagine. They are, of course, independent, brave and resourceful, and completely admirable.
The interactive app helps build a spellbinding world."Joan Mackenzie, head book buyer,
Whitcoulls"A delight for all ages. I couldn't get my son to turn out the light!"Elisabeth Easther,
actor, playwright, critic"So gripping..."Finn Buckley, age 11"The bomb!"Seamus O'Sullivan, age
11"Awesome!"Ari O'Malley, age 10"Exciting from the very start!"Theo Head, aged 11"As good
as Harry Potter..."Pippa Montgomerie, aged 9--This text refers to the paperback edition.About
the AuthorJames Russell is a best-selling children's author of eight books. Previously a journalist
on New Zealand's largest newspaper, he is now a full-time author and his books are published in
a dozen countries in multiple languages. He lives in Auckland with his wife and two young
children. --This text refers to the paperback edition.
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The Dragon DefendersBook OneJames RussellFor Phil“So gripping…”Finn Buckley, age
11“The bomb!”Seamus O’Sullivan, age 11“Awesome!”Ari O’Malley, age 10“Exciting from the
very start!”Theo Head, age 11ContentsHow to use this bookChapter 1Chapter 2Chapter
3Chapter 4Chapter 5Chapter 6Chapter 7Chapter 8Chapter 9Chapter 10Chapter 11Chapter
12Chapter 13Chapter 14Chapter 15Chapter 16Chapter 17Chapter 18Chapter 19Chapter
20Chapter 21Chapter 22Chapter 23Chapter 24Chapter 25Chapter 26Chapter 27Chapter
28Chapter 29From the author…Read Chapter 1 from Dragon Defenders - Book Two: The Pitbull
ReturnsJoin the VIP clubAlso by James RussellHow to use this bookThis book is unlike any
other you’ve seen.Sounds weird, I know. Of course, it works just like a normal book; you can start
reading at the start, and read right through to the end. That will work just fine.But you can also
enjoy it another way. You can download the free ‘AR Reads’ app onto a secondary smartphone
or tablet, point it at parts of the book and watch it become reality.Your choice!Here’s how:Step 1.
Download the ‘AR Reads’ app* onto a phone or tablet (ie not the one you’re reading this on).
You’ll find this on the App Store, or on Google Play.Step 2. Start up the app.Step 3. Tap ‘yes’ to
say you have this book.Step 4. Point your device’s camera at the pictures on the pages marked
with a phone/tablet like this one.*You’ll need an internet connection to download and use the
app, and if you already have it on your phone or tablet, make sure it’s the most up-to-date
version.1“Coco – flush them out!”Two fat pheasants had disappeared into the bushes thirty
yards away at the edge of the clearing, and Flynn intended to have at least one of them for
dinner. He whistled softly to Coco, a slowly rising tone – the command for the dog to circle
around to the left and approach their prey from the side. She responded immediately, padding
softly away from the brothers. Flynn raised his slingshot and drew it back to his cheek, taking
careful aim.“Are you sure you don’t need me to take the shot?” Paddy whispered in his ear. “You
might miss.”Flynn didn’t reply, but couldn’t help but smile. His little brother could always be relied
upon for a cheeky comment at the crucial moment.As the boys watched, Coco poked her snout
into the scrub. She sniffed. As she picked up the scent, her tail stiffened and she pushed all the
way in.The pheasants exploded from the bushes in a flurry of beating wings and panicked cries,
flying vertically into the sky. But Flynn was ready for them. With practised ease he let fly, aiming a
few feet in front of the leading pheasant to allow for the time it took his stone to travel across the
clearing. It caught the bird squarely in the chest, killing it instantly.In less a second he had
reloaded and was lining up the second bird, now almost at the height of the treetops and flying
away rapidly. Just as he was about to fire, he heard a twang, and saw Paddy’s arrow streak up
and strike the bird. It fell back to earth, and was lost from view behind a low stand of trees.Flynn
turned to Paddy with a quizzical expression.“It was getting away,” said Paddy, a grin plastered
across his face.“No it wasn’t,” replied Flynn.“Yes it was.”This could go on for hours. “OK, you win,”
said Flynn.Paddy winked at him, which made Flynn laugh.“Let’s eat,” said Paddy.Flynn shook his
head in disbelief. His brother was constantly hungry; they had eaten less than an hour ago. But
Paddy had already produced a loaf of bread and a flask of honey from his rucksack. Flynn went
to retrieve the pheasants while Paddy prepared their lunch.As he walked up through the



clearing, he rose above the level of the forest further down the mountainside.A magnificent view
was revealed. The treetops spread out before him in a living avalanche of green, clear to the
coast. It was met by the blue of the ocean – a turquoise ring around The Island that gave way to
the endless expanse of deeper blue outside the reef. To the east, he could see the dazzling
white, snowy peaks of Mt Difficulty and Mt Astonishing. It was paradise on earth.The first
pheasant was easy to find, but Paddy’s bird had been moving fast and was somewhere in the
thick scrub. He searched for it for a few minutes, but had no luck.“Coco!” called Flynn. The dog
would easily sniff it out. He looked up to see where she was and spotted her further up the hill.
She was, as usual, trotting along, nose to the ground, following a thousand fascinating scent
trails to see what was at the end of them. Flynn often wondered what it must be like to have such
an acute sense of smell – it must be like seeing with your nose, he thought.Reluctantly she tore
herself away, turned in his direction and began heading back down the hill. At the same instant,
a shadow passed over Flynn, ghosting across the ground. He looked up, and what he saw made
his hair stand on end.A massive, blood-red dragon sliced silently through the air. It was travelling
at a scarcely believable speed, dropping out of the sky like a fiery comet. It took a second for
Flynn to judge its direction, before suddenly realising it was heading straight for Coco. The
dragon was already extending its huge talons to strike the dog. It would kill Coco
instantly.“COCO!” he screamed, following it up with two short, sharp whistles – the order for the
dog to return to him quickly. He saw her respond immediately – she could tell from the urgency in
his voice that she was needed right away. She bolted, racing through the scrub as fast as she
could go. She had no idea what was bearing down upon her.Flynn saw the dragon adjust its
course. The dog was moving fast, and the dragon had to dive more steeply. In one smooth
movement, Flynn pulled a stone from the pouch on his belt and placed it into the pocket of his
slingshot. He pulled it back to his cheek and took aim at the dragon. But even as he was about to
let fly, he knew it was hopeless. It would be like a gnat biting an elephant – the creature wouldn’t
even feel it.Suddenly Flynn had an idea. He adjusted his aim, and breathing out, took his shot.
The stone flew true and straight, and Flynn winced as it struck Coco’s flank, glancing off her hind
leg. The dog yelped loudly, twisting and leaping in pain. She was running so fast that it made her
stumble and fall, and she tumbled along the ground, striking a log which pitched her over a little
ledge on the mountainside. She fell into a small hollow, landing in the leaf litter at the bottom.At
the same instant, the giant red dragon arrived, its huge talons closing like the jaws of a crocodile.
Flynn felt the ground shake as it struck. But where the dog had been, there was now nothing but
forest floor. In its talons was nothing more than tree roots and earth.Coco yelped in fright, leapt
to her feet and bolted down the mountain. The dragon swung its monstrous head, its huge jaws
gaping open. Each of its teeth were the size of Flynn’s knife, and sharp as needles. But the dog
was too quick. She twisted and turned, running in panic down the mountainside.Flynn heard a
whoosh over his head and saw one of Paddy’s arrows streaking by. It struck the red dragon’s
forehead, splintering into matchwood. Flynn followed it up with a shot of his own. He aimed for
the dragon’s eye, but the dragon saw it coming and simply closed its eyelid. Flynn’s stone



harmlessly bounced off.The creature opened its mouth and let forth a roar so terrifyingly loud
that Flynn felt like his heart would stop. Then, he turned and ran, screaming for his brother to
follow suit.“Get to the trees!” bellowed Flynn. The lower on the mountainside, the thicker the
forest. Flynn had no idea whether the red dragon could follow them in there, but he figured it was
their only chance.He ran as he had never run before. He didn’t look back. In front of him, Paddy
and Coco smashed their way through the undergrowth.As Flynn ran, he realised he could hear
no sound coming from behind him. Either they were safe, or…He took a look behind, up in the
sky. And there, coming down at him like a giant eagle, was the dragon. Flynn threw himself to
one side, like a hare being chased by a fox. He hit the ground and rolled over and over. There
was a shudder and a tremendous crash as the dragon hit the ground behind him.Flynn didn’t
turn, but simply rolled back up onto his feet and took off. Behind him the dragon screamed in
frustration and Flynn heard its wings beating hard as it took to the air again. But now the boys
were deeper in the forest, and they jinked and weaved through the thickening trees. A quick
glance behind told Flynn that they were safe; although the dragon was still up there, hovering
above the canopy, even his great strength was no match for the huge tree trunks in this ancient
forest.The boys stayed quiet, keeping low and staying under the cover of the thick clumps of
ferns growing among the trees. Finally, thankfully, Flynn could neither see or hear the dragon any
more. It had given up the chase.2“But they could have been killed! We could have lost both of
them!”Paddy lay in bed, wide awake. His mother’s voice could be heard plainly through the
wall.For the past hour, he had been listening to his parents argue about what had happened that
day. Sometimes they spoke quietly, but occasionally they raised their voices.“Flynn? Are you
awake,” he whispered.“Of course I am,” replied his brother. “Shh… I’m trying to hear what they’re
saying.”The boys had burst in the door that afternoon in a state of high excitement after their
close call with the ferocious red dragon. Both were talking at once, and their parents had
struggled to make sense of their story until theyfinally calmed down enough to take turns telling
it.Their sweet little sister, Ada, was terrified and excited in equal measure.Their parents’ eyes
grew wide when they heard how close they had come to being caught. When they had finished
the story, their father whistled.“You are two lucky boys,” said their father. “He doesn’t often miss
his prey.”“Wait,” said Flynn. “He? You know that dragon?”Their father nodded. “That’s Big Red,”
he explained. “We’ve often wondered if he was still alive. He was always a loner. He never lived
with the others at Dragons’ Crater.”He told them that the fierce dragon had lived in his cave near
the top of Mt Monstrous for as long as anyone could remember – even their grandparents, who
had arrived on the island years before their mother was born.The boys’ mother had been silent
through all of this, her eyes down. She was clearly shocked and deeply troubled by their story.
She had said little as they ate dinner – fresh fish caught in the lagoon that day by their father,
with potatoes, lettuce, cucumber, and tomatoes harvested from the garden. Paddy thought of
the two pheasants still on the mountain. Perhaps Big Red had found and eaten them? At least
he wasn’t having dog for his dinner!Soon after dessert – poached plums and peaches from the
trees in the orchard – their mother sent the children to bed. It was clear she wanted to have a



private discussion with their father. Ada complained, but when Flynn offered to read her a story
she skipped off to her bedroom with glee.As soon as the brothers had lain down in their own
beds, through the wall Paddy heard his mother say something alarming.“Perhaps we should
leave The Island? I never really gave it much thought before, but it’s dangerous here. Maybe we
should go to the mainland, send the children to school, make them wear shoes – the things that
normal people do.”“I’m not sure you’d survive doing the things normal people do, my love,”
replied his father. “You’ve only ever left this island once – and for just one night, remember?”But
his mother was serious. “Are we doing the right thing?” she asked. “Are we putting our own
children at risk? Are we responsible parents? I just don’t know any more.”There was a long
silence while his father thought this over.“Look,” he said. “The boys weren’t hurt. And one thing’s
for certain – they won’t go anywhere near the top of Mt Monstrous again. We’ve taught them well
– they’re strong, independent, resourceful, and clever. They can read as well as any child from
the city. Yes – there are good things on the mainland that they miss out on – playing sports with
friends, riding bikes, going to the cinema. But their life here more than makes up for all of that.
Their friends are falcons and horses, dolphins and whales. Their classroom is the wilderness.
Occasionally it might be a bit dangerous, yes, but look how good they are at getting themselves
out of trouble. Didn’t they escape today all on their own?”Paddy’s mother made a joke about
having no idea what a cinema was, and then he heard them laugh together. It made him feel
better.“Tell you what,” said his father. “How about I sing you a song from my favourite movie? It’s
called Grease.”Paddy looked over at Flynn in the darkness and saw the light glinting from his
teeth and knew he was smiling.“Oh boy,” said Flynn. “Block your ears.”Paddy giggled.Just then, a
soft whinny came from the open window. Paddy looked up to see a long, brown nose, illuminated
by the moon, poking through the curtains.“Clappers,” he whispered, standing up on his bed and
hugging the horse around her neck. “Have you come to say goodnight?”Flynn stood up too and
stroked the horse’s silky nose.“Hello, girl,” he said. “Where’s Lightning?”
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Emily C., “Dragons, brothers, and adventure!. If you like dragons and adventure you will love this
book as much as I do! Also if you like brothers that like adventure this is the book for you!-Joey,
age 7.5Mom’s note: my dragon-loving reader had loved reading the Dragon Masters series for
years but was ready for something a bit more challenging, and this was the perfect book! He
loved it and would easily read it for 30-45 min stretches, completely engaged in it. We will
definitely be ordering the next in the series.”

Barbara Mojica, “Dynamite Detectives. Paddy and Flynn are two brothers who live on an island
in the Pacific ocean. That may already sound like an adventure. They also have a dog named
Coco, a pet falcon, and a horse. In addition their island is home to secret dragons.Sounds like a
promising beginning to an adventure series for late elementary school and middle-grade
readers. The two brothers become detectives and try to thwart the evil boss who wants to
capture one of the dragons.This is a page turner that is made even more attractive by the ability
for readers to download an app to turn the book into an interactive adventure. Readers who
download the app are able to read secret codes, and view three dimensional animations. There
is also a map to trace the journey.Lots of authentic dialogue, intrigue, teamwork, colorful
characters, and bravery to spur readers on and get them hooked on reading the entire series.”

Soupy, “Great book for 8 year olds!. I bought this for a student of mine and he loved it! He lives
the interactive stuff he can look up online. Great book for 8 year olds!”

Steve Grant, “Great book for boys ~ 9-13. I would have gone nuts for this book when I was 10
and my neighbor, who *is* 10, is doing just that. And it’s a nine-book series, so a kid can have a
*lot* of adventures. Tom Swift, Tom Corbett, Hardy Boys... but in a tropical paradise with a falcon,
horse, and dog who are their best friends and secret weapons.”

Rowena, “First solo read!. First solo read for my confident reading 7 year old. He absolutely
loved this book, read in only 4 sittings as he was so absorbed. Thrilled with himself (as are we)
for reading a ‘big book’ solo. He took it into school (year 2) to show his teacher and she’s now
reading it for the whole class! I’ve ordered him the next in the series. We’ve not accessed the AR
yet. Stands up as a great read without it.”

Ebook Tops Reader, “Exciting because of AR. My son was very excited at trying out AR on this
book! None of his other books have this feature. He is a very advanced reader for his age. This
book is very easy for him to read but he still enjoyed the story a lot. I would recommend this book
for children age 6-7 if they are very confident reader. I pitched to 6-7 years old based on my
son's reading ability.”



Jessica p., “great for starter readers. my 7 year old absolutely loved this book. he begged every
night for the next chapter and even started reading it himself. language is ideal or starter readers
as it is simple enough for them to gain confidence while also learning new words along the way.
print size is good and chapters are short which kept his interest. we have just finished the first
book and are about to start the second. my only very minor complaint is the cover of the book
curls easily and doesnt stay closed when not being used, but the story is fantastic.”

jjww/trains, “First of a series of 5.. An excellent first book in the series. Good introduction with
considerable detail and excellent storyline. The app that goes with it makes it an unusual book
and encourages the reader to find out more. All the others in the series are even better.”

Anne, “Bought as present. Grandson seemed to enjoy this book.”

The book by James Russell has a rating of  5 out of 4.7. 642 people have provided feedback.
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